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Die Geschichte Jesu, erzahlt von Dr. Paul Wilhelm Schmidt, ord. 
Professor der Theologie an der Universitat Basel. (Freiburg i. B.: 
J. C. B. Mohr, 1899 ; pp. viii + 175 ; M. 3.) The title of this book is 
rather misleading. It deals quite as much with the teaching of Jesus 
as with his life, and it is not based on the whole of the evidence at our 
disposal, the gospel of John being virtually disregarded. It is evi- 
dently intended for the general public rather than for scholars, and is, 
therefore, without references except to passages of Scripture, and with- 
out explanatory notes. As the fourth gospel is practically left out of 
account, the ministry is regarded as extending over one year only ; and 
the institution of the eucharist is referred to the fourteenth of Nisan. 
The early life of Jesus is scarcely touched. The four chapters in the 
gospels which refer to it seem to be mainly rejected as unhistorical. 
Other notable omissions are the three raisings of the dead and the 
story of the resurrection. Whatever the author's opinion, he was not 
justified in dropping these narratives from his "history" without a 
word of explanation. They must be dealt with in some way, or the 
hardest part of the problem is unsolved. Jesus is said to have claimed 
no dignity for himself except that of a plenipotentiary of the divine 
love. And yet Professor Schmidt believes that Jesus said : "All 
things have been delivered to me of my Father." The "history" is 
clever and suggestive, as far as it goes, but it is woefully incomplete. 
It leaves the origin of Jesus and the existence of Christianity wholly 
unexplained. — W. Taylor Smith. 

Zes Paroles de Jesus, r6cemment decouvertes en Egypte, et Remarques 
sur le texte du fragment de l'Evangile de Pierre. Par C. Bruston, 
Doyen de la Faculte de Theologie de l'Universit6 de Toulouse. 
(Paris: Fischbacher, 1898; pp. 19.) In these few pages Professor 
Bruston has stated his understanding of the Oxyrhynchus fragment. 
For the most part his views were previously known from an article 
published in La Vie nouvelle, October 30, 1897. Against the prevailing 
opinion, but in accord with that of M. Batiffol {Revue biblique Inter- 
nationale, October, 1897), he holds that the recto is the page which 
begins with [t]^v ■Krutyw.v. This gives him two sayings not preceded 
by "Jesus says," and instead put into the mouth of God. The first 
he restores to : \_Je t'ordonne] que tu \j>referes\ la pauvrete, [la] oii [les 
im\pies sont \tres puissants~\ et \dans\ la \_gloire\ The second refers to 
the omnipresence of God (cf. Ps. 139). The five sayings attributed to 
Jesus are not to be understood as spoken by him as they stand. All 
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seven sayings come from a book which contained moral maxims, 
derived from various sources, these drawn, perhaps, from the apocryphal 
Gospel of Peter, or the Gospel of the Egyptians, or some other such 
writing. Our fragment was probably written in the first part of the 
second century. A page at the end of the pamphlet suggests correc- 
tions in the reading of three passages (vss. 1,18, 41-42) in the Gospel 
of Peter.— C. W. Votaw. 

The Life and Letters of Paul the Apostle. By Lyman Abbott. 
(Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1898 ; pp. xii-f-332 ; 
$1.50.) This volume of Dr. Abbott is marked by the excellencies of a 
nervous, earnest, clear style, a determination to plunge to the heart of 
things, and a conviction that the essence of Paulinism does not lie in 
its Judaistic form, but in its formulation of a magnificent Christian 
experience. It makes no serious pretension of great scholarship, but 
is none the less in touch with scholarly work. It mediates most admi- 
rably between the student and the general reader, and thus does for 
Paul something that was needed. The man who can read this book 
without being converted to the main positions of Paulinism will be 
obliged to combat his better judgment on nearly every page.— 
Shailer Mathews. 

St. Pauli Brief an die Galater in Bibelstunden fur die Gemeinde 
ausgelegt. Von W. F. Besser. Zweite Auflage. (Halle a. S.: Richard 
Miihlmann's Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1898; pp. 387; M. 3.) Besser's 
Bibelstunden are well known in Germany. They are practically a 
series of popular expository commentaries, in which the prime aim is 
spiritual instruction and edification. But they are solid ; they are 
based on ripe exegetical study and are guided by the tact of the true 
interpreter ; and they weave in a great deal even of critical material. 
This is the second edition of the exposition on Galatians ; some of the 
other volumes have run up to the seventh and ninth edition.— Walter 
Rauschenbusch. 

The Kingdom (Basileia). An Exegetical Study. By George Dana 
Boardman. (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899 ; pp. x + 348 ; 
$2.) During his long ministerial life Dr. Boardman has been a devout 
and devoted student of the Bible, and a most apt and attractive teacher 
of it, as his previously published books show. This work on the king- 
dom of God, prepared since his retirement from the pastorate, indicates 
that his love for his favorite pursuit has suffered no abatement. While 



